




 Party!
 It’s time for that year-end office party!
 We check out some catering companies
that offer great and affordable food.
Take your pick from an Asian and Western
buffet, a  high-tea menu, or authentic
Nonya and Thai  dishes. By Amy Van

Chilli Padi
TEL: 6247 9531

WWW.CHILLIPADI.COM.SG

To spice up your party, why 
not try Chilli Padi’s Nonya 
and local fare? To make your 
event fuss-free, the company 
provides complimentary 
warmers, buffet tables, batik 
tablecloth, batik skirting, 
disposable ware, serviettes, 
garbage bags and complete 
table setting, as well as 
belacan chilli. You can also 
rent square or round tables, 
stools, wine and champagne 

glasses, as well as other 
tableware for an additional 
cost. The delivery charge 
is $40, but will be waived 
if you order for 60 persons 
and above. The duration is 

Fostre
TEL: 6288 0133

WWW.FOSTRE.COM

Fostre offers professional 
catering for every occasion, 
and you will not be 
disappointed with its quality
of food and service. 

For an enjoyable Asian high-
tea gathering, you can opt for 
the $6, $8 or $10 menu. For 
instance, for $10 per person 
(minimum 50 persons), you 
can choose nine items and one 
drink from a comprehensive 
selection of dishes. The hot 
entrees include vegetarian 
fried bee hoon, Malay-style 
mee goreng, Hong Kong fried 
noodles, Thai-style fried rice, 
fried udon with black pepper 
chicken, and many other 
options. For cold entrees, you 
get an assortment of fi nger 
sandwiches or assorted 
Japanese mini-maki rolls.
The extensive selection of
hot snacks include steamed 
chicken siew mai, har kow, 
Shanghai dumplings, steamed 

four hours per function. 
The Silver Chilli Padi menu, 

priced at $10 per person 
(minimum of 40 persons), 
allows you to select nine 
mouthwatering dishes from
an extensive list. Some of the 
dishes include kampung fried 
dry mee siam, pandan rice, 
chicken rendang, grilled honey 
chicken wings, ikan goreng 
sambal tumis, sweet and spicy 
sotong, fi sh fritters with lemon 
sauce, otak otak, and Szechuan 
beancurd with shrimp. To 
fi nish off the meal, you get
a choice of buboh cha cha, 
chin chow with sea coconut, 
or fresh fruit platter. Drinks like 
orange cordial or iced lemon
tea are included too. 

If you prefer a high-tea 
party, the Elegance Tea 
Reception, priced at $10 per 
person (minimum 30 persons), 
serves a lovely variety of hot 
snacks, dim sum and pastries. 
The list includes Nonya mee 
siam, chicken and chives 
dumplings, steamed beancurd 
prawn rolls, chicken satay with 
condiments, deep-fried yam 
mango roll, American brownies,  
Swiss carrot cake and water 
chestnuts with cream corn.

mini char siew buns, steamed 
beancurd prawn rolls, buffalo 
wings with barbecue sauce, 
baked tandoori chicken 
winglets, crispy honey-dipped 
chicken winglets, oven-baked 
teriyaki chicken winglets, 
deep-fried honey shrimp 
wanton, deep-fried scallop 
cakes with wasabi mayo dip, 
Thai fi sh cakes with sweet 
chilli sauce, Vietnamese spring 
rolls with plum sauce, 
vegetable samosas with 
chutney dip, and many more. 

The pastries offered are
also superb. The list consists 
of miniature desserts, with the 
likes of chocolate fudge cake, 
cheese cake, tiramisu, 
muffi ns, egg tarts and fruit 
tarts. You also get a selection 
of refreshing Asian desserts 
like almond beancurd with 
longan, mango pudding, 
honey dew melon with sago, 
and others. 

Food aside, you will get a 
full buffet set-up with tables, 
tablecloth and skirting, a full
set of disposable ware, and
trash bags. The duration is for 
three hours only, and orders 
are to be made three days in 
advance. The delivery charge 
is $40, and service staff 
(optional) is $60.
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First encounter with Siddhartha
“When I was in business school, I took 
this class where we learnt about ourselves 
and the world through books. We were at 
a crossroads in our lives. All of us had 
worked before, so like many of my 
classmates, I came to this course thinking 
about the next phase of my life—who was 
I, what did I want to do after this… When 
you read something, what appeals to you 
are the things that you can relate to. And 
when I was reading this book, I was able 
to relate to it personally. I felt I was
on a journey, just as the protagonist, 
Siddhartha, was on a journey.”

Looking but not fi nding
“As I was reading the book, the thought 
that resonated with me was that if you 
look too hard for something, you will miss 
it—even though it could be right in front
of you. I believe that one can be too 
ambitious in life… If you focus too much 
on what you are looking for, you will 
become too narrow-minded.” 

Understanding our own motives
“At one point in the book, after he had 
gone back to a simple life, Siddhartha 
found out that he had fathered a child with 
the courtesan Kamala. He felt a strong love 
for his son, but the son rejected him and 
the kind of life he led. He eventually 
realised that he was reaching out to the 
child not for the child, but for himself, and 
that in doing so, he was going against 
what he was trying to seek, which was 

 
Ms Koh Lin-Net, Deputy Secretary of 
Ministry of Information, Communications
 and the Arts, talks about the journey of
  Siddhartha and how it parallels our lives.
By Tammy Yu Lee

inner peace. Sometimes, we seek things 
for very selfi sh reasons…” 

Re-reading the book
“One thing that didn’t strike me eight 
years ago, but which occurs to me now, 
was the part where Siddhartha was 
questioning Gotama, the Illustrious One 
about his teachings. Gotama said that 
Siddhartha had missed the point by 
quibbling over words and trying to be 
too clever. 

My interpretation is that when you do 
things to prove how clever you are or that 
you’re better than someone else, then
it’s just the wrong way to start. That for 
me was a reminder. Sometimes, we talk 
down to people, because we think we are 
smarter. That kind of thinking is very easy 
to get into without realising it. I guess I 
am more sensitive to this because I am 
working in the government.

As the book is about a journey, you will 
pick up different things depending on 
when you read it. The fi rst time I read it 
was during a time in my life when I was 
thinking a lot about the path to take. 

Now that I’m in the midst of the journey,
I think it’s a good reminder not to get 
caught up in material things, and that at the 
end of the day, material things will not help 
to fulfi l you. 

It’s a good reminder about your
values in life, as well as how you want to
conduct yourself, and it’s good because 
it’s not prescriptive as different people get 
different things out of the book.” 
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SIDDHARTHA was 

written by Hermann 

Hesse, a German-

Swiss poet, novelist, 

and painter, who 

received the Nobel 

Prize in Literature in 

1946. Hesse’s best-known works explore 

an individual’s search for spirituality 

outside society. This book traces the 

spiritual journey of Siddhartha as he went 

from being a rich Brahmin’s son to an 

ascetic to a businessman, and then back 

to a simple life as a ferryman.
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The Last Page

Send in your answers today!
Online: www.challenge.gov.sg  
E-mail: psd_challenge@psd.gov.sg  
Fax: 6333-4010  
Post: PS21 Offi ce, The Treasury, 100 High Street,
#02-03, Singapore 179434

Include your name, e-mail, agency and telephone 
number. All winners will be informed via e-mail. 

Deadline for submission: 25 December 2007

THIS QUIZ IS COMPILED  BY CIVIL SERVICE COLLEGE (CSC) AND MS 
FLORENCE AU. MS FLORENCE AU IS AN ASSOCIATE TRAINER FOR CSC, 
INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT (IPAM).
SHE CONDUCTS THE COURSE ON WRITING REPORTS AND PROPOSALS 
FOR DIVISION 2 AND 3 OFFICERS IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE. THE 
PROGRAMME PROVIDES OFFICERS WITH A BETTER UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE PROFESSIONAL REQUIREMENTS OF WRITING REPORTS AND 
PROPOSALS. THROUGH CHECKLISTS, EXERCISES AND EXAMPLES, 
OFFICERS LEARN HOW INCIDENT, INVESTIGATION, INSPECTION, 
EVALUATION AND OTHER REPORTS SHOULD BE WRITTEN.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT WWW.CSCOLLEGE.GOV.SG. 

Mind Your 
Language

 

Select the correct—or the clearest—option:

1 Which of these two sentences is more direct

 and therefore clearer?

 A Mr Sam Ho attended to me during the visit.
 B I was attended to by Mr Sam Ho during the visit.

2 Which of the following two sentences is correct?

 A Irregardless of whether the dancers can come,
     we will still have to go ahead with the event.

 B Regardless of whether the dancers can come,
      we will still have to go ahead with the event.

3 Which of the following two sentences is correct?

 A Please revert to my e-mail by next week.
 B Please reply to my e-mail by next week.

4 “Pertaining to” is a common phrase used in Public

 Service writing.  However, as plain English is the

 preferred style, you can replace it with a very

 simple word. Which of the following do you think

 is the preferred choice? Example: I have interviewed
 Ms Ashley Archer pertaining to the fi ght at Club 21.

 A About
 B Regarding
 C Concerning

5 As reports should be concisely written, which of  

 the following is the simplest word or phrase that can  

 replace “due to the fact that”? Example: Due to the fact
 that the printer has broken down more than fi ve times in
 a week, I propose that the Department consider replacing
 it with a new one.

 A Due to
 B As
 C Caused by

Be among the fi rst fi ve to submit all-correct entries, and you could   
WIN a set of Monopoly: Here & Now Electronic Banking! 
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